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SEMPER AD MELIORA -
(ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)

Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Sir Francis Bacon Week at LCS

Sir Francis Bacon was an English scientist,
philosopher, and statesman. Born in 1561, Bacon
would later discover and popularize the scientific
method, whereby the laws of science are discovered
by gathering and analyzing data from experiments
and observations, rather than by using logic-based
arguments. Bacon wrote History of Life and Death,  a
long treatise on medicine. He is considered the “father
of experimental philosophy” and “the father of the
scientific method,” a label first bestowed upon him by
his contemporary, Voltaire.

Headmaster's Message

Draw Lines Daily 
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Liberty students head into the final week of the
semester starting Monday. From there, it’s a straight
line to three magnificent weeks of time off and a fitting
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occasion to reflect upon the LCS Art Department’s new
official motto:
 
NULLA DIES SINE LINEA – no day without a single
line. This classical motto of rather profound contextual
meaning promotes practicing your craft daily. 
 
The implication, according to LCHS art instructor Mr.
Rex Seiple, is that even by drawing a single line, you
are developing a routine that ultimately
pursues perfection without the inhibiting and
intemperate approach of requiring perfection every time
you touch pencil to paper. 

The motto finds its source in Pliny the
Elder (Naturalis Historia, XXXV, 84) who
portrayed the great Greek painter Apelles
of Kos (perhaps the greatest) as never
having passed a day, no matter how hectic,
without practicing drawing lines. CLICK
HERE for a pretty fascinating art-history
lesson. 
 
One more week to go everyone. Be strong
Liberty scholars and fear not! The time of
abundant flowers, rejoicing, and joyful song
is near.
 
Be patient like the farmer who waits for precious fruit of the earth until it receives the early
and late rains. In the meantime, make your hearts firm, your lines straight, and consider
the artistic wisdom of nulla dies sine linea . 

2022-2023 Important Dates

Fri 9 Dec 2022 | JH Musical-Theater Production | 7:00PM | Plato Campus Agora 
Sat 10 Dec 2022  | JH Musical-Theater Production | 2:00 & 7:00PM | Plato Campus
Agora
Mon 12 Dec 2022 | Cooperation Character-Education Assembly | 8:15 AM | Plato and
Aristotle Campuses
Mon 12 Dec 2022  | 5th-Grade Concert | 5:30PM | Plato Campus
Mon 12 Dec 2022  | 6th-Grade Concert Combined with LCHS Holiday Choral Concert |
6:30PM | Plato Campus
Mon 12 Dec 2022 | LCHS Lottery-Exempt Enrollment Begins
Thu 15 Dec 2022  | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 16 Dec 2022  | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Fri 16 Dec 2022  | First-Quarter Ends
Sat 17 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023  | Winter Break—No School

Mon 9 Jan 2023 | School in Session / Start of 2nd Semester
Mon 9 Jan 2023 | Public-Info Night  | 6:30PM | Plato and Aristotle Campuses
Tue 10 Jan 2023 | Legion of XIII Induction | 6:00PM | LCHS Great Hall
Wed 11 Jan 2023 | LCHS-Lottery Draw Begins
Sat 12 Jan 2023 | Spelling Bee | 3:00PM | Plato and Aristotle Campus Library
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day—No School
Tue 17 Jan 2023 | Public-Info Night  | 6:30PM | Liberty Common High School
Fri 20 Jan 2023 | 5th-Grade Movie Night | 5:00-7:00PM
Mon 23 Jan 2023 | Liberty Lecture | 6:30 PM | LCHS Great Hall
Wed 25 Jan 2023 | Internet-Safety Seminar | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall
Thu 26 Jan 2023 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 27 Jan 2023 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Mon 30 Jan 2023 | Citizenship Character-Education Assembly | 8:15 AM | Plato and
Aristotle Campuses
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2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

All-School News

Substitute Teachers/TAs Needed.  All three of our campuses are looking for substitute
teachers to help out in classrooms, the health office, and the front office.  If you are
interested in subbing for Liberty Common School, please email the school’s operations
department—no formal training or degree required. All classroom materials will be
provided. If you know of a good candidate outside the LCS community, please pass this
information along.

Sick-Student Protocol. The health office is seeing an
uptick in (non-COVID) childhood illnesses in students
at school. LCS reiterates the importance of keeping
children home if they are unwell. Please do not
contribute to the spread of germs by sending sick kids
to school. It is also important for symptomatic parent-
volunteers to avoid classrooms. Please CLICK HERE
to view the school’s “How Sick Is Too Sick” guidelines.

Spirit Store. CLICK HERE to shop school apparel all
year. Orders are processed the 15th and 30th of every
month.The link to the spirit store can also be found in
the ‘Quick Links’ section of our website. 

Winter Break. LCS's winter break begins Sat 17 Dec 2022 and runs through Sun 8 Jan
2023. These dates do not coincide with the Poudre School District calendar. Students will
return for the second semester on Mon 9 Jan 2023.

LCS News

Transportation Schedule. LCHS will be dismissing early on Wed 14 Dec–Fri 16 Dec
2022 during finals week. The shuttle-bus service will run from LCHS to LCS Monday–
Thursday at 2:50PM, and then from LCS to LCHS Monday-Thursday at 3:15PM. On
Friday, the shuttle bus from LCHS to LCS, departing LCHS at 2:50 PM, will be the only
shuttle service scheduled. If you have children at multiple campuses, please be sure to
make alternative transportation arrangements if necessary. Thank you.  

Plato-Campus News

Intent-to-Return for Parents of 5th Graders.  On Mon 12 Dec 2022, an intent-to-return
form will go home with your fifth-grade student. This form communicates your 5th-grade
student will be returning for 6th grade at Liberty Common School for the 2023-2024
academic year. Your spot is guaranteed if you want it, but you do need to complete the
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intent-to-return form in order to claim a spot in the 6th-grade class. The deadline is Fri 13
Jan 2022, but it would be helpful to have that information sooner if possible. An electronic
copy of the form can be found here. Email Mrs. Stoltzfus or Mrs. Allen with any
questions.

Holiday Concert.  The 6th-grade band and choir along with the LCHS choir will host
a holiday concert next Tue 12 Dec 2022 from 6:30–8:30PM in the Plato-campus
Agora. Be sure to join in this special performance before winter break.

Aristotle-Campus News

Holiday Hurrah. Join us in celebrating the instructors
and staff at the Aristotle campus. Sign up online to
donate items or volunteer from Mon 12 Dec–Fri 16 Dec
2022. 

Athletics

Winter-Sports Photos. The Athletics Department needs high-res photos from this year’s
winter sports. If you are a parent or student interested in taking photos, please email Mrs.
Kallie Cooper. These photos will be used on the website and other promotional
materials. If you already have photos from this year, please send them to
media@libertycommon.org. 

Eagle Weekly. Subscribe to be notified when a new
edition is posted. You can also find posts and up-to-date
information on lceagles.com.

Every Family a Donor

Raise the Torch: The Campaign for Liberty Common School. We are excited to
formally announce the most ambitious fundraising campaign in our school’s history.
Liberty’s parent-led Board of Directors has resolved to grow our school to serve more
families and improve our facilities for more effective educational delivery.
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The Raise the Torch campaign launches this winter and we’re counting on you to help us
build our campaign fund now so we can accomplish these specific capital projects:
●     Purchase the facility for our Aristotle elementary campus
●     Purchase or build a dedicated junior-high campus
●     Build a multi-use performing-arts center
●     Expand classroom and office space at Liberty Common High School
 
Our Board of Directors invites all parents, grandparents, alumni, and other supporters to
become torchbearers for our school—to help us Raise the Torch. These projects will cost
tens of millions of dollars and we need your help to ignite this campaign. Will you please
consider a generous gift to help us get started?
 
Be looking in your postal mailbox for a letter detailing this campaign, or read more about
it and give online today. As we near the end of the calendar year, we invite you to
respond with support for this ambitious and bold project. Please join us and Raise the
Torch!

Weekly Feature

How Did We Get Here?
Part Five of a Five-Part Series  

Liberty Common School has a unique history important for all to know. There were many
hardships and roadblocks encountered along the way. The Founders persevered to make
our school what it is today, but it wasn't easy. We are fortunate to have had such
persistent pioneers with a vision to make one of the best schools in Colorado.
 
"How Did We Get Here?" is written by Dr. Maureen Schaffer, Mrs. Michelle
Provaznik, Mrs. Laurel Van Maren, and Mr. Bob Schaffer. They do a superb job of
detailing the events that took place to develop Liberty Common School as we know it. We
hope that by sharing our history, we will better value the efforts of our founders to get
where we are today. It is because of their vision and foresight that we have the top
elementary and high school in the state of Colorado.

We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could
not have asked for a better educational system to educate children. We hope that you feel
the same.

The History of Liberty Common High School
By: Mrs. Michelle Provaznik and Headmaster Bob Schaffer (Founding Parents)

The central question was obvious: Now that Liberty has the authorization to expand, can it
afford to actually do it given the dire financial situation and the volatile economy at hand?

Convinced there is no greater priority than the education of their children and buoyed by
the strong support for a high school among the Liberty parent population, the Board
decided to go forward with the plan. Though optimistic, the Board instructed the
administration to build a high school while pinching every penny in order to make the
finances work. Salaries for all Liberty personnel were frozen until further notice.

Peter Kast, who negotiated and secured Liberty's
flagship elementary-school building, answered the
school's newest call for help in finding a suitable building;
and the search for a new high school facility was on.

What shall the high school be called? After convening
student-focus groups and consulting the parent
population, it was decided to stick with a brand name
that carried with it a nationwide reputation for academic
excellence: Liberty Common High School.
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The school would offer a classical, liberal-arts curriculum
building upon the Core Knowledge Sequence and it
would accentuate math, science, and engineering.
Committees of parents were convened to further
develop the curriculum and the course schedules.

Director of the Elementary School Casey Churchill
organized the move from LCS to LCHS and the
expansion at LCS. It was an enormous undertaking of
brilliant coordination. 

Public meetings were held to describe the school, its
goals, and plans. Administrators described the kinds of
teachers they would hire, and who from the current
school would go to the high-school building. A relaxed
high-school Dress Code was developed and elated
ninth graders were allowed to try it out for their second
semester at the old Liberty Elementary School.

The House System was developed. Eighth and ninth graders committed to attending
LCHS were assigned to one of three Houses: Domus Scientiae, Domus Virtutis or Domus
Prudentiae. They began working on House projects such as House crests, logos, mottos,
and events.

Still, one question loomed over all of these discussions and activities: Where would the
new high school be located? Hopes for a high-school property adjacent to the current
school were fading. Visions of a single Liberty campus were becoming dim. All options
considered turned into dead ends. The school was now well into 2010 – the year the high
school was scheduled to open, but there was no building in hand.

One mile south of the elementary school stood a building that had been occupied by
a defunct charter high school for a few years and had been abandoned for a few
more years since. Would that building work?

Peter Kast approached the building's owners, and obtained a key allowing the Board to
wander through the dusty vacant facility. After the walkthrough, the Board huddled in the
parking lot looking upon the abandoned school as the winter sun set over its roof. The
group began mulling numbers and options. If the price came down, with some remodeling,
and with additional classroom expansion over a few more years, this location could work.
The Board decided to pursue the building at 2745 Minnesota Drive, and to continue
searching for other options.
 



It quickly became apparent the poor economy looming over Liberty’s expansion was
simultaneously working to the school’s advantage as a buyer in the real estate market.
The price of the building was, by the month, dropping further below its original asking
price. With the help of an investment corporation FCCS, LLC, headed up by local
developer and charter-school backer Troy McWhinney, a solution materialized allowing
Liberty Common School to lease the building and purchase it a few years later.

Tenancy stretched Liberty’s budget to its limit, but the numbers added up – barely. With
solid enrollment and aggressive fundraising, the Board believed it could make ends meet.
A Letter of Intent was signed in February 2010. Once an agreement was finalized, the
landlord opened the building right away so parents could take a tour. From that moment,
excitement punctuated all the work and countless hours required to get the building ready
to open by August 18th of 2010.

Teachers needed to be hired. After attending numerous
job fairs and accepting applications from around the
world, a first-rate team of LCHS educators was
assembled.

The high school’s roster of inaugural instructors was
announced: Jared Dybzinski, Dr. Charles Hubbeling,
Dawn Karr, Marques Kem, William Kranz, Kay
Lannen, Jerry Lavin, Torgun Lovely, Duane Staton,
Dr. Barbara Werner, Ken Vetter, Sarah Aguilar-
Francis, Megan Ellis, Connie Logsdon, Dave Lunn,
Janice Garland, Susan Porter, Donny Reeves, Wade
Torgeson and Erin Voorhies.  

The Chairman of the Colorado State Board of Education, former U.S. Congressman,
former State Senator, and founding Liberty parent Bob Schaffer, who had been hired as
project manager for the high-school expansion, was named Director of Secondary
Schools. Along with Liberty’s headmaster, the school’s new administration would direct the
opening and operation of Liberty Common High School. (In 2011, Schaffer was named
LCHS principal, and in 2018 Liberty's headmaster).

Architects and contractors worked feverishly
throughout the summer remodeling the building. The
administration shopped at auctions for used school
furnishings and equipment.

Director of Elementary Education (later named
principal) Casey Churchill orchestrated “the big
move.” Classroom supplies and furniture were boxed
up, labeled, and carted off to the new school.
LCHS opened under the guidance of Director of
Secondary Schools Bob Schaffer, who was soon

after named high-school principal by the Liberty Board of Directors. 

Hordes of volunteers showed up (on what always turned out to be the hottest summer
days) to unload trucks and set up classrooms. New lockers were ordered and would
eventually line the empty hallways (The lockers did not arrive until two months into the
school year. There was no carpet in the school until the second semester).

New lunchroom tables were ordered, too. There was no
turning back now. LCHS would open on time with its
leading class of 10th graders. In three years, these
pioneering students would become Liberty's first
graduating class— the inaugural Class of 2013.

The night before LCHS was set to open, students
grades 7–10 came together at Liberty Elementary
School for the last time. Elementary Principal Churchill
made remarks encouraging the excited students



assembled there, and then lit a ceremonial lantern that
was carried by student leaders at the head of a 2.2-
mile-long procession along the Poudre River then West
up to the high ground upon which Liberty Common
High School sits.

The lantern carried the flame of Liberty's first "Torch
Trek." The traditional event has been reenacted by
Liberty students each year since.

Alumni Update 

Liberty Common School alumna Maj. Emily (Schaffer)
Allen, US Air Force, along with her husband Maj.
Casey Allen, was a featured guest, last month on
Veterans Day, at Kingswood Academy Catholic School
in Darien, IL. The couple taught first graders about
patriotism, the meaning of Veterans Day, how to render
a salute, and the finer points of military aviation.

Emily attended LCS through ninth grade (2002 – before
there was a Liberty Common High School), graduated
from Fort Collins High School (Go Lambkins!), the US
Air Force Academy (Go Falcons!), and Oklahoma State
University (MBA) (Go Cowboys!).

She’s now an Air Force Reservist attached to Wright
Patterson AFB near Dayton, OH. The Allens are parents to Max, Hannah, Molly, and
Nora. They live in Winfield, Illinois.

Go Kingswood Golden Knights!

News Worth Repeating

 JH Theatre Performance. Come on down to Fat Sam's Grand Slam located at the LCS
Plato Campus for a night of music, dancing, laughter, and dessert! The Junior-High
Musical Theater Troupe is pleased to present "Bugsy Malone" on Fri 9 Dec at 7:00PM and
Sat 10 Dec 2022 at 2:00PM and 7:00PM. Tickets range from $8 for students and faculty to
$20 for premium seating. Tickets can be purchased at lchstheatre.ticketleap.com.

Staff Lunch Treat. Please join the Plato campus in celebrating our amazing staff with a
holiday luncheon on Tue 13 Dec 2022. We will have a taco bar, sides, and treats to show
our appreciation. Please CLICK HERE to donate items or catering funds. Most items can
be dropped off ahead of time.

Sleepy Hollow. LCS students at the Plato campus will perform a musical production of
Sleepy Hollow in Spring 2023. 5th and 6th graders interested in participating should attend
an informational meeting on Tue 13 Dec 2022 from 3:15-3:45 in the Apollo Theater Music
Room. Students interested in auditioning for the musical in January must attend this
meeting with a parent or guardian. 
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f4daeaf22a2fa7-liberty


Toys For Tots. Toys for Tots is a program run by the United States Marine Corps
Reserve which distributes toys to children whose parents are unable to buy gifts for
Christmas. Liberty parent Deb Simer works with Toys for Tots to collect donations from all
over the community. You can donate new, unwrapped toys or books now through Fri 16
Dec 2022. All three campuses will have a Toys for Tots bin located near the front
entrance. 

Lost and Found. Be sure to collect your missing items from your campus' lost and found.
All items left after Fri 16 Dec 2022 will be donated to a local charity.

Love and Logic Class. Liberty Common School will host a three-session Love and Logic
class with Dr. Jason Clarke on Mon 23 Jan, Thu 26 Jan, and Mon 30 Jan 2022 from 6:30-
7:45 PM at the Aristotle Campus. This class will teach parents the time-tested approach to
parenting by learning strategies for character building and positive behavior. The cost to
attend is $10/family before Sat 14 Jan 2022 and $20/family after the 14th. Please email
coloradoparentingsolutions@gmail.com to reserve your spot.  

Liberty Lecture. Mark your calendars for the next Liberty
Lecture: “The Republic in Renaissance Italy” on Mon 23
Jan 2023, featuring guest speaker Dr. Joel Penning. In
the late Middle Ages, the city-states of Italy witnessed the
rebirth of an ancient form of government: The republic. Dr.
Penning will consider the conditions which led Italian cities
to adopt republican governments, how their republican
experiments managed to overcome the threat of warfare
and social division, and why they ultimately fell.  

Internet-Safety Seminar. Officer Ehrich Weis will present “Footsteps in a Digital World,”
an educated view on social media, on Wed 25 Jan 2023 at 6:30PM in the LCHS Great
Hall. He will discuss common social-media applications students use and how to ensure
safe practices for young adults. The presentation will utilize case studies from School
Resource Officers with first-hand experience dealing with safety concerns for students
utilizing social media. 

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth

From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:  

“Rule No. 192. True Loyalty. The reputation of a
school is determined largely by the conduct of the
athletes and spectators in school sports. Whether you
play on a team, or root from the side-lines, be fair, be
loyal, be true to the finest standards of
sportsmanship. Do your best; but, win or lose, you
gain from playing the game. If you cheat or are

underhanded in any game, you brand yourself as ‘crooked.’ Be a good loser. If you win,
take your laurels modestly, without abusing the feelings of the loser."

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions

School-Attendance Dates:
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day

School Holidays and Intermissions:
Sat 17 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023  | Christmas Break
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Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors

Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257

You may contact all Members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.

Upcoming Board Meeting- Thu 15 Dec 2022 | 6:00PM | LCS Aristotle campus Agora

Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525

Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Sandy Stoltzfus- sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org 
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org

Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)
2130 W. Horsetooth Fort Collins, CO 80526

Phone: (970) 658-1997| Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Casey Churchill - cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org

          

Join Our Mailing List

Give to Liberty

Liberty Common School | 2130 W. Horsetooth, Fort Collins, Fort Collins, CO 80525 (970)658-
1997

Unsubscribe tburgess@libertycommon.org

Update Profile |Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent bymmiller@libertycommon.orgpowered by

Try email marketing for free today!

mailto:BOD@libertycommon.org
mailto:hsinfo@libertycommon.org
mailto:sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org
mailto:bschaffer@libertycommon.org
mailto:hsinfo@libertycommon.org
mailto:cchurchill@libertycommon.org
mailto:bschaffer@libertycommon.org
https://www.facebook.com/Liberty-Common-High-School-116466888425575/timeline/
https://www.instagram.com/libertycommonschool/
http://twitter.com/LibertyCommon
http://www.linkedin.com/company/556021
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdqwHq34X2fGwODNFzaWSGA
https://www.libertycommon.org/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001Soj93wGy2dliEZwnqY5PMh0hjX9WZ24RD8Js4Z-J6LeLEZ-DLPI4ZwmIccPhZAzfOx07l80llaE8jyJB45F8T6x7S2kIFxPZVWmrovE-rbg%253D
https://giving.libertycommon.org/o/liberty-common-school/i/let-them-play
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
mailto:mmiller@libertycommon.org
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE

